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FR!DAY AQGUST 5¢h, 1921,

The Poltergerst

Frou far Australia comes news of mysterious occur-
‘rencegcab.bhe:house of William Bowen, a ganger,who resides
al.Guyra, a.prosperous little township in New South. Wales.
']111& phenmmena take the form of stones being thrown at
the hause, the smashing of windows and heavy thumps upon
the walls, The “Harbinger of Light” tells us that the
phepomena appear to centre around 12 ‘year old girl,
Mignic Boewen, and the vielence seems to be directed
cagaingt her.  Stones cra mhml through the bedroom windews
wnd fell on her bed, and the thumpings occurred.when the
police. werg ingide the room walching her.  The *Sydney
Supday Times” says, “Bump alter bump was heard,
sufficient- to shake the cottage to its foundations, and
“andible to. watchers. 100 yards or mor¢ from the house.”

" The Sydney police have sent a number of constables.

inrcharge of a sergeant to investigate the case. Several of
theng, reinforced by some 40 carefully. chosen men, and
ingluding a.J. P: or two, were deputed to watch the outside

the-house, whilst a couple of constables.vemained in the
bedyoom, with the girl. The knockings still occurred, and

_those outside the house were confident that they came

‘from,.inside, whilst those inside were quite convinced that
théy. werg produced externally.

The Superintendent of Police at Sydney, who did not
per,soxully visit the scene, contemptuously dismisses the
{ rrepces by referring them. to the antics of the girl and
local I;U,J,M?MIS, but the public want to know why, if this be

w & dprzen. police with two score assistants are

‘ nxl@igtgnt to, cateh the offenders.

Ib: further. appears- that Minnie Brown was recently
Temoyed, to. the home of Mrs. Shelton some distance away,
the . troyble. ﬁollowved- her. We ave not told whether

¢ I4 is

~Mr, Alex. llaw ‘a, prommenb business
. who has-taken an active part in the endea-
olucxdwbe the prob]em, ba}s in a long interview

A,s a nmi,ter of fact, onc night the sergeant was
ingide with the whole family, including the girl, whilst
bonsb&blo '_L‘aylor and two trust,ed clvﬂmns aa,{, wﬂ:hm

N7A B;,AME OF LIGI{T \\’]{IL“
ON . When thp Lnockmg h&d ce&s

 human activity,

imagines,

ground. on, the. outside. Sergeant Ridge ,haéi
however, tha,t. ‘the knocking did not come
inside, as. he. was closely watching every pe

room.

I might also quote another case, durin
pOsted six trusted men, standing with theih
the outside wall of a 12-foot: room, after which wep
the givl in the inside of the room, with a 'goo
burning, and being closely watched by three nién,
ing Constable Tavlor. Notwithstanding thb
organised guard, two very loud knocks came on
As usual the men on the outside insisted that th
came from the inside. whilst the watchers inside
that they came from outside. I would like t0.1
that the six men picked for positions on the;a
wall were selected from at least 40, and were abs
above suspicion. Constable Taylor, one of our
J.P’s, and myself were inside watching fhe’g
could quote many cases similar to these twpi
every member of ‘the Bowen family has bea
strict observation whilst the knocking went on.

It is evidently a dangerous pastime for anyons
may be practising tricks, since Mr., Bowen had¢

very. much incensed at the annoyance, and on:a
. Y.

occasion. when the rappings occurred rushed ouf
house with his gun and fired three shots in the di
from which the stones appeared to come

The police having failed, and a loca,l commlﬁ
vigilantes being unable to fathom the mystery, B
Research methods are to be applied. Sir Arthur

 Doyle left Aunstralia a few 1nonths too soon to be an ohs

which is to be regretted in view of.the fact that
had some experience of such investigations.
These Australian happenings, however, do ng
alone. Poltergeist (noisy ghost) phenomena have
history, and readers will remember a recent case ab;
in which Dr. B. T. Powell was interested. To t
ualist they are pm‘plexmg, Whilst, they generally
round some particular person, yet they have beei

_to happen when no one was actually present.

ments of disorder being traceable subsequently. I
~cases the phenomena are quite probably due i
twublcd spirit, whilst in others no evidence b
adduced which points to this explanation. 'The
of the force at work is often very great, whilst the
mena produced are generally annoying and meanjn
reminding one more of the playful antics of ann
irresponsibles than a deliberate attempt to attair
object.

Doubtless, as consistent research makes 1
familiar with the borderland between the twor pha
we shall find the present compl
simplified. .

One thing, however, uppears certain, that sucl
mena are supernormal. and we have more to hope {
the methods of the Psychical Researcher and the m
than we have from the cumbrous and limited metho
pom:e which is but another way of saying that “t)
maker must stick to his last.”

The armchair eritic who has seen nothing and d
a limited environment bounded by his own éxperier
often give us explanations ‘galore, but the individi
critical faculby who has spent a few years in resesl
generally more modest. The complexities of Lf
larger phases arve far greater than even the Spin
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IeNorANCE can only be seen by the wise and:
to the wise. This is why 16 exists ; if it could:s
“would cease to exist.




