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The Poltergeist;
P r o m  far. Australia comes news of mysterious occur- 

'rer)ce§,a.b.the.Jiouse of William Bowen, a ganger,who resides 
at.6 uy.ra, a.pi'osperous little township in New South Wales. 
Th% phenomena take the form of stones being thrown at 
thplipuse, the.smashing of windows and heavy thumps upon 
the \yallfi. The “Harbinger of Light” tolls us that the 
phenomena appear to centre around a 12 year old girl, 
-ifeyaio Bowen, and, the violence seems to be directed 

her. Stones crashed through the bedroom windows 
And foil on hoi- bed, and the thumpings occurred.when flic 

: police, were inside the room watching her The “Sydney 
fetphlay Times" says, “Bump after bump was heard, 
suJHihyont- to shake the cottage to its foundations, and 
auty,blp to. watchers. 100 yards or mor^ from the house.” 

The Sydney police have sent a number of constables 
in.charge of a sergeant to investigate the case. Several of 

•feluinj» reinforced by some 40 carefully, chosen men, and 
incjpdhjg a .T;P.; or two, wore deputed to watch the outside 

. oLlfrp ho.use. whilst a couple of constables.remained in the 
bedroom with the girl. 'The knocking» still occurred, and 
those outside the house were confident that they came 
'fronv-iphid®, whilst those inside were quite convinced that 

• they, wepj»,.produced externally.
; s , Th.e Superintendent of Police at Sydney, who did. not 
personally visit the scene, contemptuously dismisses the 

as.oQgp îepces. by referring them to the antics of the girl and 
.«'local IftBRijuns, b.u,t the public want to know why, if this be 
^tha^caseM.a dpy.en. police with two score assistants are 

, catch the offenders.
, jin  furthen appears that Minnie Brown was recently 

, reaped, to.the home of Mrs. Shelton some distance away, 
- „ but», Hip trouble, followed her. Wo are not told whether

sjjp, logic,- thg “larrikins” witli- her in her pocket. It is 
. - V . adn.fi.tted., that on one occasion when at home the girl 
■ ,  picked up a piece of wood, and twice struck the wall with

- it in imitation of the thumps, but this she did openly and
’ * . . . i _____
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when watched. -Mr. Alex. Hay, a prominent business 

il? *w«mah -in- Gluÿfca, who has taken an active part in the endea-
. > • • vour to elucidate the problem, says in a long interview

, with the "Sydney Morning. Herald”
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■ « v  As a mat ten- of fact, one night the sergeant was 
¡ inside with the whole family, including the girl, whilst

Constable Taylor and two trusted civilians sat within 
\  k'. a few'yards of the wall on the outside. Notwithstanding

’■ . -  t h e s e  p re c a u tio n s ,  s e v e n  v e ry  lo iid  r a p s  c a m e  o n  th e
'.-  „ ’ w a ll in  q u ic k  su c c ess io n . A s so o n  a s  th e  f i r s t  k n o c k  

• ■ ' - 'w a s  h e a r d  a  p o w e rfu l  s p o t - l ig h t  w a s  t u r n e d  o n  th e  w a lls  
15 « from  a  d is ta n c e  o f  30  y a r d s  T h u s , t h e  o u t s id e  w a u l

W A S  ON A  B p x r n  O P  R IG H T  W H IL ST ,. T H E  K N O C K IN G  W A S 

- g o i n g  O N  When the knocking had ceased Constable, 
. '-Taylor ’ ” ’ ‘ " ’ ”
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gimnaol. on,, the, outside. Sergeant Ridge had 
however, that the knocking did not come 'from 
inside, as. h.e. was closely watching every per.son.ifit 
room.

I might also quote another case, during ivhit]r-i 
posted six trusted men, standing with then bad- 
the outside wall of a 1 2 -foot room, after winch wspli; 
the girl in the inside of the room, with a gpodlS 
burning, and being closely watched by three men, .rdt 
ing Constable Taylor. Notwithstanding this si 
organised guard, two very loud knocks came op{t||| 
As usual the men on the outside insisted that fheihif 
came from the inside, whilst the watchers insidq bilifi 
that they came from outside. I would like lo.menlt 
that the six men picked for positions on the.oiiti 
wall were selected from at least 40, and wore absottj 
above suspicion. Constable Taylor, one of ou| 
J.P.’s, and myself were inside watching tile.; gifil 
could quote many cases similar to these twora 
every member of the Bowen family has been, 5 
strict observation whilst the knocking went on. -

It is evidently a dangerous pastime for anyone; 
may be practising tricks, since Mr. Bowen ha&ta 
very, much incensed at the annoyance, and on a hr 
occasion when the rappings occurred rushed out u 
house with his gun and fired three shots in the dirsefi 
from which the stones appeared to come.

The police having failed, and a local commiM 
vigilantes beiBg unable to fathom the mystery, Psvei 
Research methods are to be applied. Sir Arthur» 
Doyle left Australia a few months too soon to be an qhsf 
which is to be regretted in view of. the fact that, 
had some experience of such investigations. .

These Australian happenings, however, do nofelS 
alone. Poltergeist (noisy ghost) phenomena have dis 
history, and readers will remember a recent case at flofll 
in which Dr. E. T. Powell was interested. To thefi 
ualist they are perplexing. Whilst they generalise 
round some particular person, yet they have been;
to  h a p p e n  w h e n  n o  o n e  w a s  a c tu a l ly  p re sen t. Tlg’á

S\mments of disorder .being traceable subsequently. Jjii 
cases the phenomena are quite probably due .to .«3 
troubled spirit, whilst in others no evidence hasylfe 
adduced which points to this explanation. The-violc® 
of the force at work is often very great, whilst the 
mens produced are generally annoying and meani; 
reminding one more of the playful antics of animals! 
irresponsibles than a deliberate ̂ attempt to attain:* 
object. ;

Doubtless, as consistent research makes usi'M 
familiar with the borderland between the two pbasaij 
human activity, we shall .find the present complexil 
simplified. • - 1 a

One thing, however, appears certain, that suekpJiiS 
mena are supernormal, and we have more to hope for 1st» 
the methods of the Psychical Researcher and the m M  
than we have-from the cumbrous and limited method cidfi 
police, which is but another way of saying that "UioshOrj 
maker must stick to his la-st.”

'The armchair critic who lias scon nothing and ihilil;̂  
a limited environment bounded by his own experience,'« 
often give us explanations galore, but the. individual $ 
critical faculty who has spent a few years in reseanfefe 
generally more modest. The complexities of hie, in it 
larger phases are far greater than even the Spiritual? 
imagines. ;
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I g n o r a n c e  can only be seen by the wise and;exij 
to the wise. This is why it exists ; if it, couldseefifcs 
would cease to exist.

W e s t  H a r t l e p o o l  had a glorious week-end, repeal® 

with Mr. W. R. Sutton, of Sheffield. 'Pin - A i 
medium gave many proofs of the coidini.iu , . i, i 
death, giving full names to many, and delivering h#’« 
messages. Three absent members were called, by nfiph 
and a message given for them, which, to those who ' 

| the circumstances, was most appropriate,. The 
(were well attended, and both, spiritually apd j ' 
?were most’Tielpful. _; -v> . . ( t
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